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In touch. In tune. Expert.

WELCOME TO WAGSTAFFS

Wagstaffs is an independent practice founded 

in 1948. Our base has always been Stevenage 

but our clients are Worldwide. 

Our aim is to be the largest and best resourced 

independent accountancy practice in the area. 

We have a reputation for achieving the highest 

professional standards and always with our 

clients’ interests at the heart of what we do.

EXPERTS IN TAX 
& FINANCE

ACCOUNTANCY IS 
THE ROCK ON 

WHICH OUR 
BUSINESS IS 

FOUNDED

Over 70 years young gives us a 

lifetime of experience and expertise to 

share with our clients.
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Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 

Our journey started in 1948



You can relax
knowing you will

receive real value
for money

WE UNDERSTAND YOU

NEED VALUE FOR MONEY

OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO PROVIDE AN 

UNMATCHED RANGE OF SERVICES TO 

ALL OF OUR CLIENTS IN A TIMELY,

 EFFICIENT AND ECONOMIC WAY

We’re experts in finance. Leave it to us.

from

£1,200 p.a

FOR A SMALL COMPANY
inc. accounts, tax & business advice

£250 p.a

TAX RETURNS & ADVICE

OUR RATES

Our rates are affordable whether you are 

a business or individual. £35 – £240 per 

hour plus VAT, depending on the skill and 

experience of staff involved.

A premium may be applied to high risk 

work or work done under exceptional 

pressure. We will sometimes negotiate a 

set fee for projects which, in part, depends 

on outcomes, such as raising capital,         

selling a business, etc.

TYPICAL FEES

For a small Company, including work on 

accounts, tax, company secretarial support 

and basic business advice – from £1,200 

pa plus VAT.

Preparation of a tax return, payment advice 

and support – from £250 pa plus VAT.

By negotiation, we will sometimes set a fee 

which, in part, depends on outcomes. 

So, on uncertain projects (e.g. raising 

capital, business sales) we join in the risk to 

enable the transaction.

We offer insurance for clients against 

professional fee costs in Inland Revenue or 

Customs & Excise investigations of up to 

£125,000.

-  Where possible, we provide clear cost estimates

-  We render interim bills for better cost control

-  We understand that clients demand value for money

-  If we do not give you what you want, we do not charge
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OUR FEE’S

Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help In touch. In tune. Expert.



Not one to show off
but we know our stuff

WE SUPPLY YOU
WITH EFFECTIVE, 
ON-TIME SOLUTIONS 
TO HELP YOUR 
BUSINESS GROW. 
WORKING WITH YOU, 
TO HELP YOU AND 
YOUR BUSINESS 
SUCCEED. 
NEED SOME 
FINANCIAL GUIDANCE, 
AT-A-GLANCE?

BUSINESS

A successful business needs the continuous 

support and advice from professionals. 

That’s what we are here for. Our years of 

commitment to our business clients has 

given us the skill and expertise to help you 

improve your performance and profitability.

Our services include:

- BUSINESS START-UP AND PLANNING

- ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT

- PAYROLL

- MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING AND VAT

- COMPANY SECRETARIAL

- MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

- INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

- TAX AND TAX MITIGATION

- ACADEMIES

We have brought 

together useful tips 

on everything from 

business start-up to 

tax planning. 

We do the in-depth 

research for you so 

you don’t have to. 

We are dedicated to 

understanding our 

clients’ needs.
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SERVICES

Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help In touch. In tune. Expert.



MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING AND VAT

Making life simple for you. Our in house experts ensure your 

management accounting and VAT are always spot-on, on 

time, every time.

Management accounting

Our management accounting services are tailor made to suit 

you, whether it is data input or providing training and set up 

to use intuitive cloud based technology, our experts are on 

hand to assist.

Our bespoke management reports ensure that our clients 

receive essential information to drive their business  

efficiently and effectively.

We are expert in various management accounting software 

applications and are Xero and Sage partners.

VAT

Getting the VAT right means no interest charges or penalties 

for late submissions just a smooth, simple system.

Making sure that you collect the correct amount, make your 

payments correctly and file your returns correctly within the 

deadlines. We can even give your business a VAT health 

check.

COMPANY SECRETARIAL

We can take care of all of the time consuming, but very 

necessary, compliance documentation for you. So you have 

peace of mind. You can achieve compliance without tedium!

A few ways we can help you:

- Filling in statutory returns

- Maintenance of statutory books

- Minutes and resolution documentation

- General advice on company law

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

We understand all things ‘business’. We effectively manage 

mergers and acquisitions with knowledge, understanding 

and energy.

We design solutions to fit your requirements strategically 

planning your acquisition criteria, conducting feasibility  

studies and identifying suitable candidate companies.

We deliver you true, expert advice. Bringing accuracy and 

precision to your negotiation strategy. Preparing financial 

projections for you and even assist, after the merger, with 

the post-merger integration. Minimising your tax exposure 

throughout the process.

Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 
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BUSINESS START-UP AND PLANNING

We understand the excitement and worry, the highs, the 

lows that come with starting your business. We’ve been 

there for countless business start-up clients. Helping them 

to get started and watching their business ideas fledge and 

take flight.

There is so much that we can do for you. Allowing you to 

focus on getting your business up and running.

Let us help you with:

- Business plan preparation

- Structuring your business

- Assisting with company formation and company 

   secretarial duties

- Establishing relationships with banks, insurers etc.

- Registering of your business with HRMC

- Preparing of cashflow projections

- Tax planning

- Annual accounts and audit

BUSINESS PLANNING

We 'get' small businesses. We understand the trials and 

tribulations of running a business. We are here to support 

you and give you time; from cupcake supplier to 

international exporter. We can help. We keep your long-term 

planning on track whilst you are dealing with the day-to-day 

pressures of running your business. So that you don’t have to 

miss opportunities or make rushed decisions.

ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT

Businesses can find accounting time consuming. Wagstaffs 

offers you both flexibility and support. We can relieve you of 

the burdens of: payroll, VAT returns, bank reconciliations and 

annual accounts, at a place that suits you. Your office or ours, 

it’s up to you.

We can provide you with regular management accounts to 

keep you informed on cash flow, profitability, performance 

ratios, credit control, etc.

Our services are tailor-made. We will discuss your                

specific requirements and set-up appropriate procedures 

and controls to ensure your accounts are kept up-to-date 

and compliant.

AUDIT

Adding value and making a difference to a client’s business 

is the heart of our audit philosophy.

We are expert in the application of audit techniques that 

help to bring the right mix of compliance and added value.

We apply our knowledge and understanding of each of our 

clients’ businesses and their particular business sector to 

ensure our approach is tailored to their needs.

The audit process is more than just looking at the numbers, 

we get behind them and consider their meaning for the 

business as a whole and how we can help shape plans for 

the future.

PAYROLL

We have staff dedicated to relieving you of the onerous and 

complex task of payroll administration. We can provide a 

comprehensive and confidential service.

including:

- Payslips

- Administration of PAYE, NI and all statutory payments

- Completion of all year end forms and submission to staff           

   and HMRC

- Administration of all bonus, incentive and termination     

   payments

- Pension scheme administration.

Smart. Concise. In tune. Expert.

BUSINESS SERVICES

SUPPORTIVE EFFECTIVE EFFICIENT
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Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 
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Smart. Concise. In tune. Expert.

BUSINESS SERVICES

INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 

Taking your business to the global stage? We are experts in 

cross-border operations. We can advise on appropriate UK 

structure and through our international association consider 

the overseas aspect.

We are members of INAA, an association of similar sized and 

like minded international accountancy practices who share 

our commitment to client care www.inaa.org

Our experience covers; multiple currency accounting, import 

and export, international tax and asset protection.

We know our stuff.

TAX AND TAX MITIGATION

Minimise your exposure, maximise your compliance and 

hand over the administrative burden to us. Let us take care 

of your corporate tax planning leaving you to get on with 

running your business. Why pay more tax than you should? 

Let us check that you are paying the right amount of tax and 

potentially improve your bottom line.

A few ways we can help you:

- Identifying the most tax efficient structure for your              

   business

- Taking full advantage of tax breaks

- Helping with self-assessment and compliance                     

   regulations

- Acting on your behalf in dealings with the tax authorities

- Cross border matters

- Transfer pricing

- Double taxation relief claims

ACADEMIES

The academies sector continues to grow, bringing 

with it dynamism, progression and creativity. Such new                      

opportunities also bring with them risks, responsibilities and 

a new framework in which to operate. For newly established 

academies, this can be overwhelming and they may need 

guidance and support from external professional advisors.

The process of selecting professional advisor to provide 

accounting and audit services must be based on the advisor 

having expertise in the sector, who is local, responsive and 

who can add value.

We have a wealth of expertise in the sector and believe that 

adding value really does make a difference to our clients.

Our services include external audit and assurance, advice 

on VAT and taxation and proactive consultancy advice. Our 

services are tailor made to suit the needs of each academy 

or multi academy trust. Our range of clients include single 

and multi academy trusts.

We apply our knowledge and understanding within the   

sector and apply that to the needs of our clients, ensuring 

we work with them to deliver their future goals.

We have the know-how
to get you where you need to be
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PERSONAL TAX PLANNING & SELF-ASSESSMENT

Each individual who pays tax needs professional help. 

Thousands of taxpayers are fined by HMRC every year for 

incorrect tax returns.

PERSONAL TAX PLANNING

We are committed to giving you clear, concise smart advice. 

Doing the books, so you don’t have to. Providing you with 

advice on income tax, capital gains tax, inheritance tax, trusts 

and estates and non-domiciliary tax issues.

We are tax specialists, keeping you up-to-speed with the 

latest developments in income tax. Ensuring you are fully 

compliant and not paying more than you should.

SELF-ASSESSMENT

Let us do it all for you. We can lighten the load and take care 

of this time consuming, confusing task so that you can get 

on with more important things in life.

We will ensure that your submission is correct and filed on 

time so that you don’t run the risk of a late payment fine.       

We can liaise with all your financial institutions to gather data, 

complete and file your return, calculate your tax liability and 

advise you on relevant tax saving options.

ESTATE PLANNING, TRUSTS & EXECUTORSHIP

Estate planning used to be something only the very 

wealthy had to be concerned with. However, these days 

everyone can benefit from properly structured estate 

planning.

ESTATE PLANNING

We plan for your future. Working together with you. Helping 

you navigate life’s complex changes. Our estate planning 

allows for life’s complexities.

Your estate plan is so much more than a will:

- Life assurance cover

- Succession planning

- Business exit strategies

- Will writing and updating

- Trustee and executor duties

TRUSTS AND EXECUTORSHIPS

We can help you maximise your tax benefits and make the 

most of the trusts in your tax and estate plan. There are         

different types of trust which each have different uses, be 

that providing for your children’s education, determining 

property ownership, or gifting to charity. We give you expert 

guidance on which are best suited to your needs, making 

your trusts work harder for you.

RETIREMENT STRATEGIES

Innovative thinking delivers you a brighter tomorrow.

We are here to help you plan for a good retirement.               

Taking care of business exit strategies, pension provision, 

savings and investments, life assurance and long term care 

provision.

Evolving a retirement strategy for you, with a firm                   

understanding of all of your needs. Offering you insight          

and direction.

Complicated solutions. Simply presented.

Smart. Concise. In tune. Expert.

PERSONAL SERVICES

PERSONAL

Our aim is to establish a one-to-one personal relationship 

with each of our clients. As such, we are able to advise on 

financial matters outside of purely business-related finances.

Our services include:

- PERSONAL TAX PLANNING & SELF-ASSESSMENT

- ESTATE PLANNING, TRUSTS & EXECUTORSHIP

- RETIREMENT STRATEGIES

Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 

Complicated solutions
simply presented
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Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 
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PATENT BOX SCHEME

The patent box regime can benefit companies exploiting 

patented products or processes or companies holding an 

exclusive license to intellectual property by reducing the 

effective rate of corporation tax from 19% to 10%.

Due to the process of making a claim not being                

straightforward and the calculations being complex it is an 

area often overlooked by companies, with only around 1,100 

previously making claims under the patent box regime in 

the UK.

With previous history of making these claims our team at 

Wagstaffs are well placed to assist with making the process 

as straightforward as possible and recognising opportunities 

to restructure your company to allow you to qualify for the 

patent box regime.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

Our forensic accountants can help you with the unpleasant 

aspects of business. Fraud, disputes and litigation are a 

reality of modern business. We have the skills combined with 

the latest technologies to help you deal with the unpleasant 

aspects of business.

Our expertise includes:

- Loss of profit claims

- Breach of contract

- Negligence, warranty and product liability claims

- Intellectual property disputes

- Fraud investigations

- Director/shareholder disputes, including business and   

   share valuations

- Mediation, arbitration and determination services 

SPECIALIST INDUSTRY ADVICE

We are the experts’ experts. We have many years experience 

advising a wide range of specialist industries:

- Software and computer sciences

- Industrial engineering

- Publishing

- Media

- Aerospace and defence

- Pharmaceuticals and bioscience

- Farming

- Alternative energy

- Export

- Property and construction

- Restaurants and catering

- Travel and tourism

Each industry is unique. Each requires a special                       

understanding which we are able to offer. Giving you 

effective solutions for cashflow planning, funding, project 

planning and dealing with complex regulations.

We get under the skin of every specialist industry we deal 

with. We don’t deal with industries in which we are not 

expert.

SPECIALIST

We have developed expertise in several industry                  

specialisms, enabling us to provide highly focused services 

in these sectors.

Our services include:

- R&D TAX CREDITS

- PATENT BOX SCHEME

- FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

- SPECIALIST INDUSTRY ADVICE

R&D TAX CREDITS

With various R&D schemes offered by HMRC for companies 

undertaking research and development activities can come 

a welcome boost to cash flow, particularly for companies 

starting out through their life cycle with a potential cash 

benefit of 33% for successful claims.

As these reliefs come under more scrutiny from HMRC, 

it is now more important than ever to ensure that claims 

are  prepared and reported accurately in line with HMRC 

guidance.

With a high success rate our team of experts are well placed 

to assist with the identification, preparation and reporting of 

qualifying costs by fully understanding your business and 

identifying whether your particular projects will meet the 

relevant conditions.

SPECIALIST SERVICES
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Smart. Concise. In tune. Expert. Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 

TESTIMONIALS

“We have only been customers of Wagstaffs 
for a couple of years but they have made 
the transfer to new accountants as 
pleasurable, convenient and easy as anyone 
could have wished for. The friendly but 
professional manner in which the 
relationship has developed has been a 
massive plus for our staff and business. 
We look forward to many more years in 
partnership.”

Bob Makin, Chief Executive

"Wagstaffs have been our auditors and tax 
advisers for a number of years and have 
assisted the business through many 
changes, including a management buy-out, 
subsidiary acquisition and access to funding 
for growth opportunities. 
Throughout this period they have always 
been professional, responsive and 
pro-active and I would have no hesitation in 
recommending their services."

www.amsys.co.uk

“I looked up the word ‘Accountant’ in a very 
big dictionary. It said ‘a person concerned 
with the maintenance and audit of business 
accounts’. Applied to Andrew Dagless and 
the team at Wagstaffs, in my view, this is the 
understatement of the century. I have had 
the pleasure of working with these guys for 
over 20 years. They deliver time after time, 
after time. Whether it’s the big stuff that 
needs joined up thinking or the tiny detail 
which might save you thousands they get 
it and they’re on it. I wouldn’t recommend 
them – I would INSIST you try them!”

Alistair Mitchell, Managing Director

www.tbkagency.com

“Having taken the step from employee 
to client you could say I know the ‘inside 
track’ at Wagstaffs, and now I wouldn’t even        
consider putting my trust with another firm.

Mark Hubbocks (partner) is always at the 
end of the phone and more than happy to 
take on any challenge we may send his way.

Fundamentally, Wagstaffs provide an 
incredibly efficient service which can always 
be relied on.”

Craig Snowden, Finance Manager

“James and Stuart are consummate             
professionals who go above and beyond 
at all times to support our company’s 
UK endeavours. Wagstaffs were highly                    
recommended by a top bank and they have 
proven themselves time and time again.       
I cannot recommend them highly enough.”

Hermione Underwood

“When Sciencelogic needed expert 
business and accounting advice for opening 
our first subsidiary in the UK, we turned to 
Nilesh Savjani and the Wagstaffs team. 
I highly recommend Wagstaffs for all your 
accounting, tax and business advisory 
needs.”

Patrick McCoy, CFO

www.sciencelogic.com

We appointed Wagstaffs as our tax advisors 
in 2012 when we started out, as a 
partnership. They have been a great asset 
to our business, and have been able to 
cater for both our smaller sized business 
needs all the way through to our now more 
demanding size! It has been very reassuring 
to know they are there for any urgent help 
and even as a soundboard to discuss future 
business plans. We can highly recommend 
Wagstaffs for both their professionalism 
and the great relationship we have had with 
Stuart over the years.

Louisa Warwick, Co-founder

www.regalrose.co.uk

“Stevenage Leisure Limited has grown from 
a 4 site, small, £3M business in 1998 to a 17 
site, £16M company in 2011. In all that time, 
Wagstaffs has been there to guide and 
support SLL with this growth, with levels of 
expertise and understanding that enabled 
smooth transitions along the journey. 
Critical for any successful business are 
partners that you can trust, who can deliver 
without delay. Mark Hubbocks and Nilesh 
Savjani epitomise this forward thinking 
approach and continue to be a significant 
asset to SSL.”

Ian Morton, Managing Director

www.stevenage-leisure.co.uk

“Managing a business day to day has its 
challenges and we found we would 
naturally just continue with our current 
Accountants to save time. We were 
recommended to speak to Wagstaffs and 
from the first point of contact; I could see 
their interest was my business.

We now have monthly meetings with Mark 
Hubbocks (partner) and with his accounting 
knowledge and understanding of what we 
need from our business; he explains the 
“numbers” in a clear and simple way.

His professional approach and business 
understanding makes it a pleasure to 
review, his understanding of our 
business and needs are expedited during 
our meeting, Wagstaffs broad 
understanding of all matters from 
Budgeting, forecasting, personal and 
business tax makes it easier for us to see 
the future.

We also reduced our accounting costs by 
30% without compromising our coverage, 
any questions or advice we need; Mark or 
one of his team are always on hand to offer 
instant advice and help.

Its been a pleasure to have found a great 
Accountants that have become part of our 
business."

Ron Wright, Managing director

www.bibonline.co.uk

“As a small but growing company we 
engaged Wagstaff’s to review our current 
accounting and systems with a view to 
adding efficiencies and streamlining 
processes.  From the first meeting with 
James Fox we could tell we were in good 
hands as their team presented their strategy 
to assist with accounts, busines strategy, 
PAYE, personal and company taxation.

Implementation of the plan was rapid and 
the value received from their services are 
astounding as we find ourselves able to 
dedicate more time to our strategic growth 
and personnel development whist having a 
new streamlined accounts package setup 
and deployed with full training and support 
for staff.  We have benefited not only by 
gaining time back but also financially by 
ensuring we were accounting for all R&D 
expenditure across the business.

On the basis of the service and advice we 
have received I would very highly 
recommend James and the team at Wags.  
They truly are transformational.”

James Game, CEO

“When you say the word accountant what 
does it conjure in your mind? Can do, will 
do, customer service, communicative? 
The fact is many accountants just don’t get 
it. Wagstaffs understand our 
entrepreneurial, impatient demands and 
offer wise, logical, practical counsel at warp 
speed when asked. They make us feel 
valued, which is why we have been clients 
for nearly 19 years and recite their pearls of 
wisdom; “One swallow doesn’t make a 
summer” and our favourite, “Cash is king”. 
Little wonder you have our absolute 
recommendation to enjoy what we have 
experienced.”

Robert Stewart - Founder of Stevenage 
Packaging Ltd, Genetics Gymnasium Ltd, 
Uniqueness Limited and The Differentiator

www.stevenagepackaging.co.uk

“My name is Keith Hewitt, I own a small 
company called Deavesons jewellers. 
We have been with Wagstaffs accountants 
for a number of years now I would like to say 
that I feel we are given the same respect 
and service that much larger companies 
might expect and our fees that we are 
charged are very reasonable considering 
the level of very personal service that we 
receive.

Nothing is too much trouble and having 
dealt with other accountants this is by far 
the best company we have been associated 
with. The staff and Mr Hubbocks, one of the 
partners of the firm, gives us a service 
second to none and I would highly 
recommend Wagstaffs accountants.”

Keith Hewitt

www.deavesonsjewellers.co.uk

We stand
tall & proud
because of these
kind words
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Lead Advisor

acquisition of German trading company

£600k

Lead Advisor

sale of group of companies in the 

packaging industry

£30 million

Advisor

on the acquisition of electronic                      

manufacturing company

£200k

Funding

for motor sport company

£1 million

Advice & Support

with EIS and SEED EIS fundraising and            

investments

Lead Advisor

on sale of structural engineering 

business

£400k

Support

with management buy out of computer 

technology and support company

£3.2 million

Successfully negotiating and securing 

funding for property business

£2 million

Due Diligence

for acquisition of independent brewery

£1 million

Lead Advisor

on sale of independent book publishing 

business

£12 million

Lead Advisor

acquisition of online web development 

company

£1.5 million

Lead Advisor

sale of independent online publishing       

company

£1.2 million

A selection of recently completed finance deals:
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Smart. Concise. In tune. Expert.

RECENT DEALS

Call 01438 740 074 to discuss how we can help 

Always focused
on getting the best results for our clients



www.linkedin.com/company/wagstaffs-chartered-accountants

GET IN TOUCH

01438 740 074

info@wags.co.uk

Wagstaffs Chartered Accountants

Richmond House

Walkern Road, Stevenage, Herts

SG1 3QP

www.wags.co.uk

© Wagstaffs. Wagstaffs is the trading name of Wags LLP, a limited liability partnership registered in England & Wales number OC317369. Registered office as above. A list of members is open to inspection at 
our office. Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland and regulated for a range of investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales. A member of the 
INAA Group, a worldwide association of independent accounting firms.


